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E X I L I A D A (Exiled)
She accused the leader of the Sandinista
revolution of sexual abuse. Now he is
president of Nicaragua and she lives in exile.
A film by Leonor Zúniga Gutiérrez
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Exiliada (Exiled)
RUNNING TIME: 24:33
SCREENING FORMAT: DCP/High Res Quicktime
APECT RATIO: 16:9
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YEAR: 2019
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LO G L I N E
In 1998, Zoilamérica accused her adoptive father
of rape and sexual abuse. Almost 20 years later,
she lives in exile while caring for her 10-year-old
son. Her adoptive father is Daniel Ortega, leader
of the Sandinista revolution and current president
of Nicaragua.

SYNOPSIS
This 24 minutes documentary film explores the life
of Zoilamérica Ortega Murillo, adoptive daughter of
Daniel Ortega, leader of the Sandinista revolution and
the current President of Nicaragua. The film reveals
her struggle as a survivor of sexual abuse twenty
years after she publicly accused Ortega of rape. We
learn about her fate, her family and the impact of the
accusation in the life of her 10 year old son.
The film works in two time frames, the past, using
archival footage, from the time Zoilamérica made
her accusation in 1998, and the present, in 2016, when
she is forced into exile in Costa Rica, as Daniel Ortega
runs for the presidency for the fourth time with the
unconditional support of Zoilamerica’s mother and
Ortega’s running mate.

The film, mostly shot inside Zoilamérica’s home, delves
into her exile as a form of physical and emotional
isolation, which is imposed on her as punishment for
daring to seek justice, confront her abuser, her family
and the Sandinista party.
This is the first documentary about Zoilamerica’s story.

B AC KG R O U N D I N F O R M AT I O N
In 1998, Zoilamérica Ortega Murillo made public a letter accusing
Daniel Ortega Saavedra, the former leader of the Sandinista
revolution, of raping and sexually abusing her since she was a
young girl. At the time of the accusation, Ortega was regarded
as the leader of the last socialist revolution in Latin America,
held a seat in the national assembly and was preparing to
run for president of Nicaragua for the third time. The charges
became the biggest threat to his political career.
The legal battle in the courts lasted 3 years, until finally a judged
from Ortega’s political party ruled that the statute of limitations
had run out. Zoilamérica’s mother, Rosario Murillo remained
loyal to Ortega. She accused her daughter of lying and claimed
the accusation was a family issue.
Zoilamérica continued to defend the truth, despite constant
harassment and persecution by loyalist to Ortega and the
Sandinista party. In 2007, Ortega returned to power and Murillo
quickly became the second most powerful person in the
government. Many, including her own daughter, attributed
her ascent to power as a reward for her loyalty to Ortega.

The Ortega government quickly became an authoritarian
regime. He eliminated term limits from the Constitution,
took full control of the electoral council and cleared
the way for his reelection in 2011 and 2016. In 2013,
Zoilamérica manifested her support for a protest of
retirees, who demanded the payment of their pensions.
Months later, in retaliation, her Bolivian boyfriend was
kidnapped by agents of the department of immigration,
driven to the border and deported. Fearing for her life
and the wellbeing of her three children, Zoilamérica fled
to Costa Rica, where she lives in exile.
In 2016, Daniel Ortega and Rosario Murillo took the oath
of office as President and Vice President of Nicaragua.
In April of 2018, protests against reforms to the social

security system triggered a national uprising, which was
violently put down by the police, who killed more than
350 protesters within six months. The violence unleashed
the worst political crisis since the contra civil war in the
1980s. Fifty thousand Nicaraguans have been forced
into exile, mostly in neighboring Costa Rica. Zoilamérica
continues to denounce Ortega.
Exiled is the first documentary about her life. The film
provides an intimate look into her person struggle to
overcome an authoritarian family, the scars of her sexual
abuse and to take care of her ten year old son, Giordano.
The documentary was filmed as her mother ran to
become Vice President of Nicaragua.

D I R E C TO R
Leonor Zúniga is a Sociologist, activist and Documentary Filmmaker,
author of several publications on the field of media and democracy in
Nicaragua. She holds a bachelor degree in Sociology from Universidad
Centro Americana, a Master in Fine Arts in Documentary Film and Video
from Stanford University and was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship.
Leonor has worked in several documentaries, she was the executive
producer of the feature Documentary Graduation Dreams (2016),
and has Directed the short films, Docktown (2016), Trees of Life (2016)
and Exiled (2017), a thesis film which was selected as semifinalist at
the Student Oscars. She is co-founder and Creative Director of CaLe
producciones (2010-Today), a nicaraguan production company which
seeks to promote social change.
She recently became co-owner and producer of Cinema Regional,
a production company that promotes the professionalization of the
film industry in Nicaragua and the Central American Region. She was
a speaker at TedxManagua 2013.

PRODUCER
Chris Renteria is an award-winning commercial and documentary
filmmaker and photographer based in the Midwest. Chris has produced
and directed films focusing on the social and environmental challenges
facing communities across America.
Magnolia Pictures’ WHOSE STREETS? by Sabaah Folayan and Damon
Davis was Renteria’s first foray as a producer into feature-length
documentary films. The film premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in
2017 and was nominated for a Critic’s Choice award, Gotham Award, and
NAACP Image Award.
Renteria is currently producing Damon Davis' Chain of Rocks as well as
Sabaah Folayan's next film Ratify - The Hundred Year War for Women’s
Equality in America (2020). Most recently, he served as cinematographer
for STL Superman, which premiered and won Best Short Film at Big Sky
Doc Film Festival 2019 and will screen at Hot Docs and Tribeca in 2019.

D I R E C TO R ’ S S TAT E M E N T
It took me six months of endless conversations with my partner before
deciding to make a film about Zoilamérica. It was not an easy decision.
Her story is one of the most closely guarded issues of the Nicaraguan
government. Her adoptive father, Daniel Ortega, and her mother,
Rosario Murillo, are the president and vice president of a country ruled
by an authoritarian regimen.
For most of the media in Nicaragua, Zoilamérica’s story is the biggest
political scandal of modern times. For me, however, it is also the story
of hundreds of women who dare to speak up to demand justice, and
in turn are punished, silenced or ignored by their families, their church
or their party. For this reason, I decided to tell her story differently,
by acknowledging her point of view regarding her family and her
struggle, as a means to reflect how the public aspects of the conflict
with her family affect her personal life and the life of her son.

As I filmed, it was evident that Zoilamérica’s pain became more
intense as she spoke of her mother’s attempt to hide the abuse
and blame it on her, something not uncommon in Nicaraguan
society. This is at the heart of the impact of sexual abuse and
silence: it destroys family relationships. In Nicaragua, sexual
abuse has become an epidemic, spread by silence and impunity.
While working in the pos producing of this film, Nicaragua
is facing the worst political and humanitarian crisis of the
country since the war. Thousands of Nicaraguan demanded the
resignation of Ortega and Murillo, and the government response
was brutal. In 4 months, almost 400 people died, pushing to exile
thousands of Nicaraguans, including me.
I hope this film will reveal a different perspective on the role of
family in cases of sexual abuse, as well as show the resilience
and determination of women, who fight to recover their own
lives and family dynamics, despite the pain they feel. This film
also changed me. After my conversations with Zoilamérica, I told
my mother for the first time that I was sexually abused as a child.
This film is for all of us.

P R O D U C T I O N N OT E S
The production of Exiled started in August 2016 and ended in
January 2019. A shorter version of the film was presented as the
thesis film of the Director in the MFA graduate Documentary Film
Program at Stanford University. The film was semifinalist in the
2018 Student Academy Awards.
In April 2018, during post production of a longer version of the
film, Nicaragua descended into crisis, as the government killed
hundreds of protesters. The post production of the film was
delayed for six months and the director was force to finish the
film in Costa Rica, where she lives in exile.
The production of Exiled remained tightly held secret. The
director, Zoilamérica and her son Giordano used code names
to communicate during the production of the film. Zoilamérica
became “Ana” and Giordano, “Johnny Bravo”. Some of the
members of the post production team remain anonymous in
order to guarantee their safety.

R E V I E W S / AWA R D S
A shorter version of this film was semifinalist
at the Student Academy Awards 2018.
LINKS
WEBSITE:

www.exiliadafilm.com

FACEBOOK:

www.facebook.com/Exiliadafilm

DIRECTOR’S TWITTER:

@Leonornica

EXILED IN THE MEDIA
CNN en español / USA
https://cnn.it/2WFhurE
Univisión / USA
https://bit.ly/2Ul2Zr3
El país / España
https://bit.ly/2Xa98YG
Confidencial / Nicaragua / English
https://bit.ly/2WJ2Csu
Esta Semana / Nicaragua
https://bit.ly/2F7JLwg
Fhola de S. Paulo / Brasil
https://bit.ly/2IfPhyO
Fhola de S. Paulo / Brasil
https://bit.ly/2RhFKdj
Biobio / Chile
https://bit.ly/2KPdKg6
Niu / Nicaragua
https://bit.ly/2MIdy4H
Café con Voz / Nicaragua
https://bit.ly/31yuxK7
Primera plana / Costa Rica
https://bit.ly/2IFaMIf
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